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During the 1840s, when Bela Squire was operating his Tavern on 
the east side of the river in Pleasant Valley, many other busi-

nesses were making their home in the area as well. Diverse enterprises 
were active up and down both sides of the river from Pleasant Valley to 
Riverton. These businesses depended upon each other, but sold goods 
far beyond the borders of Barkhamsted too.

Located northeast of the home of Bela Squire there was a 
pyroligneous acid works owned by Samuel Blair who leased the land 
from Squire. There is little information on this factory, however Blair 
owned another acid works that was located at the foot of Acid Hill (cur-
rently Rte. 181 east of the bridge in Pleasant Valley). He sold this shop 
to Nathaniel Healey, Jr. in 1842. 

Pyroligneous acid is a reddish-brown wood distillate made from wood 

by Frederick Fenn, author of Journey 
to Common Ground

An Eveningõs Entertainment

Supper dragged on. It 
seemed to young Edmond 

that the big people would never 
þnish their soup and eat their 
meat before it would be bedtime. 
He kept looking across the table 
at Mr. Lund. How could he take 
so long to eat a simple bowl of 
soup! And Count Stanislovñhe 
had not even buttered his bread. 

Charlotte Squire came in 
from the back kitchen with 
another meat pie. Oh no! thought 
Edmond, this is going to take all 
night. We havenõt even þnished 
the þrst meat pie. Iõll never get to 
see the puppet show. He slumped 
down in his chair.

òEdmond,ó said Charlotte, òsit 
up straight and donõt slouch. And 
donõt gobble your food. Thereõll be 

time enough after dinner for Mr. 
Lund to show you his puppets.ó 

òMama,ó called Lottie from the 
back kitchen, òGum Webster is 
here with some more baskets for 
you to look at.ó

òTell him Iõll be right out,ó said 
Charlotte, òand give him some-
thing to eat, but NO liquor!ó She 
set the meat pie in front of Bela 
Sr. òThat man has a capacity for 
rum, such as Iõve never seen,ó she 
muttered under her breath. Bela 
smirked, then began serving up 
the pie.

òOh, you have a man that 
makes baskets for you?ó ques-
tioned Mrs. Krumpt. òIõd love to 
see what he has to offer.ó 

òI doubt if he has very many 
today, Mrs. Krumpt,ó said Char-
lotte. òWhy donõt you þnish your 
dinner. Personally,ó Charlotte 
continued in a whisper, òI think 
heõs here for a bit of food. Let me 
ask him to come ôround tomor-

row.ó
òWell Iõm not quite sure 

whatõs wrong with right now,ó 
complained Mrs. Krumpt. She 
settled back into her chair. She 
soon became preoccupied with 
Miss Fannyõs eating so much and 
forgot about the baskets. Edmond 
went back to eating, too. Then the 
coffee was poured and the conver-
sations picked up.

òWould you care for a pipe in 
the back room, Count Stanislov?ó 
asked Bela Sr. getting up from the 
table. Mr. Lund had just excused 
himself to set up for the puppets.

The tavern settled into peaceful 
after-dinner business while the 
Squire children and Mrs. Squire 
cleaned up from the evening's 
meal. Edmond kept glancing in 
the front taproom at Mr. and Mrs. 
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Over at the Squires Tavern

FRCC Moves In

The Farmington River 
Coordination Committee 

(FRCC) is now located in the new 
ofþce space in the former back 
kitchen of Squires Tavern. Liz 
Lacey, FRCC, and Kevin Case, 
National Park Service (NPS) and 
representative to FRCC, moved 
into their new ofþce in the þrst 
week of March and will be work-
ing there 2-3 days a week.

FRCC is the agency through 
which the National Park Service 
manages the West Branch of the 
Farmington River as part of the 
Wild & Scenic River System. NPS 
is conducting research relative 
to other Wild & Scenic River des-
ignations and a National Trail 
Corridor. ː
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Lund who were busy doing some-
thing at the bar. Susan paused 
by the same door each time she 
passed to see and hear what the 
Lunds were doing and saying. 
The very idea of entertainment by 
òprofessionalsó was very exciting. 
And Miss Fannyõs dark turquoise 
dress with the high empire waist 
and six-inch rufÿed hem was so 
elegant. Susan dreamed of wear-
ing such clothes someday. And to 
wear the vanilla scented perfume 
that Miss Fanny wore. Charlotte 
had mentioned before supper how 
nice it would be to have perfume 
like that in Pleasant Valley.

Even Bela Jr. sneaked a peek 
in the front taproom as he cleared 
dishes off the table. Miss Fanny 
was the prettiest lady he had ever 
seen. Between sneaking peeks at 
her beauty and watching Mr. and 
Mrs. Lund set up for their puppet 
show, he hardly helped with the 
clearing at all. 

Edmondõs curiosity þnally got 
the best of him and he soon found 
himself in the front taproom 
much to the complaints of Mrs. 
Krumpt who was trying to read 
last weekõs Connecticut Journal 
and did not want to be bothered 
by little children. At every little 

noise the paper would crinkle 
down and a look of askance given. 
It was enough of an interruption 
to have the Lunds fussing about 
the bar with their puppets, but 
a little boy fussing and jumping 
about was more than could be 
tolerated. 

Edmond was soon up on the 
counter behind the bar helping to 
put up the backdrop for the play. 
It was a simple piece of sheeting 
material with trees painted on it. 
He placed the top edge under a 
row of liquor bottles one bottle at 
a time. In the next second, he was 
silently playing with two pup-
pets, having a knockdown, drag-
out þght on the bar. It ended up 
as more of a dogþght with both 
clutched by the other in a death 
grip. Mr. Lund tacitly pulled the 
puppets apart and took them off 
Edmondõs hands.

òMy dear little boy,ó he said, 
òyou must wait. You must wait.ó

Edmond climbed down from 
behind the bar and went to the 
back kitchen to get his mother 
and brothers and sisters. òCome 
on,ó he said. òMr. Lund is all 
ready for us. Heõs got a rabbit and 
a turtle and theyõre waiting for 
us!ó

A few minutes more of wait-
ing and then the entire Squire 
family, along with Mrs. Krumpt, 
Miss Fanny and Count Stanislov, 
were ready. Bela Sr. and Saxton 
had brought chairs from the back 
sitting room so that the women 
would be comfortable. The men-
folk, including the Count, stood 
back by the door, and the chil-
dren, Horatio, Edmond, Susan 
Caroline and Lottie sat cross-
legged in a row in front of the 
women.

òLadies and Gentlemen,ó Mrs. 
Lund began. òI bring you the 
worldõs greatest puppeteer, John-
ston Lund.ó Mr. Lund made his 
entrance from the back sitting 
room, bowed slowly two times, 
then took his place behind the 

bar. òAnd now, I present to you 
one of the worldõs oldest fables, 
ôThe Tortoise and the Hareõéó The 
small audience applauded. 

A tortoise puppet rose from 
behind the bar and looked 
around. He sauntered to a tree 
made out of wood and painted 
green at the end of the bar. Next 
a hare puppet popped up from 
behind the bar at the other end 
and bounded to the tortoise. The 
children were spellbound at the 
magic before them. Even Mrs. 
Krumpt quit rattling her paper 
and sat enthralled.

The last puppet to come 
out was President Monroe. He 
demanded that King George IV of 
England come forth. The Presi-
dent pulled out a pen and paper 
and wrote out his doctrine and 
called it the Monroe Doctrine and 
said England could not interfere 
over here ever again! Then he 
punched the King in the nose, 
making the audience laugh.

Charlotte lit some candles 
and the lamp on the table beside 
Mrs. Krumpt after the puppets 
had taken their þnal bows. Bela 
Sr. announced the wagon wheel 
would take more time to þx and 
the group would have to stay 
at least one more night at the 
Squireõs Tavern. Mrs. Krumpt 
insisted that Miss Fanny have 
a chance to sing at the dance to 
be held in the upstairs ballroom 
two days hence. The travelers 
all agreed to stay until after the 
dance. 

End part 3
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1821
The march òHail to the Chiefó by 
Scottish composers James Sand-
erson and E. Rilley, who adapted 
lines from Sir Walter Scottõs Lady of 
the Lake poem of 1810, was played 
at the second inaugural of U.S. 
President James Monroe March 4, 
1821. ː
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Tavern Restoration Gets Down To Business

by Karen Ansaldi, BHS

Last fall, H & H Refrig-
eration, Inc. outþtted the 

Squires Tavern with a state-of-
the-art hydro-air heating system 
that would keep the building 
functional and comfortable 
all year. Due to some funding 
uncertainties at the time, the 
Barkhamsted Historical Society 
broke the heating/cooling project 
into three separate segments, and 
sought to implement only the þrst 
phase in the fallñheating the þrst 
ÿoor only. 

As fall turned to winter, 
and the building was at last 
adequately heated, the focus 
turned to outþtting the ofþce that 
would be shared by the FRCC 
(Farmington River Coordinating 
Committee) and the Barkhamsted 
Historical Society.

Ofþce Room Prepared
FRCC and BHS worked 

together to decide upon the best 
room in the Tavern to serve as a 
joint ofþce, and selected the room 
at the southeast corner of the þrst 
ÿoor. This room may have served 
as a òback kitchenó at one time in 
the buildingõs history, and served 
as a bedroom during the period 
of State occupancy. In the early 
part of the twentieth century, a 
bathroom was added to a corner 
of this room. 

Last year, as BHS volunteers 
worked to restore some of the 
buildingõs original ÿoor plan, this 
bathroom was removed. This 
room was a good choice for the 
ofþce because it was located out-
side the primary trafþc pattern, 
could be closed off easily without 
disrupting the remainder of the 
house, and because it had direct 
access from the outdoors.

Last fall, Ed Kostak installed 
an additional door to the out-
side in the northwest corner of 

the room. BHS has photographic 
evidence that a door was present 
in this location in the late 1800s/
early 1900s. This door leads out 
to the òcourtyardó area behind the 
house where the large stone well 
housing still sits; an area framed 
by this room, the main house 
block.

This winter, BHS volunteers 
worked hard to þnish the room. 
During the ongoing Wednesday 
work parties, they sanded and 
primed walls and trim. Volun-
teers Dave Ravasio, Paul Hart, 
Ted Bachman, and Charlie Lynes 
then painted the walls white and 
the trim blueña scheme selected 
by the Paint Committee (Sharon 
Neumann-Lynes, Shirley Cofþn, 
and Linne Landgraf). These colors 
are historically appropriate and in 
keeping with original paint found 
in other portions of the house.

Volunteers also prepared the 
ÿoor for professional reþnish-
ing. Through a bidding process, 
Building and Grounds Commit-
tee members Charlie Lynes and 
Dave Ravasio selected Farmington 
Valley Hardwood Floor to reþnish 
the wood ÿoors in the ofþce and 
the bathroom. Although addi-
tional ÿoors may be reþnished 
in the future, BHS decided to 
begin with these two ÿoors as the 
minimum needed to get the ofþce 
space usable by March 1, the 
estimated òmove-inó date for the 
FRCC.

With the ÿoor, walls, trim, and 

door all þnished, the last remain-
ing steps to outþt the ofþce area 
were furniture and ofþce equip-
ment. We owe many thanks to 
Litchþeld Bancorp for the gener-
ous donation of used ofþce fur-
niture and to Ted Bachman who 
served as liaison. BHS volunteers 
Ted Bachman, Dave Ravasio, 
Walt Landgraf and Charlie Lynes 
moved the desks, chairs, book-
cases, þle cabinets, wastepaper 
baskets, organizers, and even a 
coat rack to the Tavern. All of this 
material should provide adequate 
work and storage space. Ofþce 
equipment needs are still being 
studied. There are a great many 
options for copiers, printers, 
fax machines, and so forth, and 
estimated usage is not sufþciently 
known yet.

The þnal ofþce need was com-
puter network access. Charter 
Communications extended the 
cable connection to the Tavern 
(Charter had previously run the 
cable only to Greenwoods Road) 
and installed a cable modem. 
This installation will provide 
high-speed internet access to 
any computer in the building. 
Wiring installed by BHS volun-
teer Michael Ansaldi in the fall 
provided a series of wall jacks 
throughout the building (with 
special focus on the ofþce area) 
where computer users will be able 
to plug into the Tavernõs Local 
Area Network (LAN). By simply 
plugging into the LAN, Tavern 
computer users will now have 
full-time, high-speed internet 
access (no need to connect or dial 
up). This setup will allow FRCC 
and BHS personnel to use the 
internet as easily as using Micro-
soft Word or any other program 
on their computer.
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1845
Portland was founded in Oregon 
Territory near the junction of the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers. 
Named for the 213-year-old city in 
Maine when two New Englanders 
ÿipped a coin to choose between 
Portland and Boston. ː




