Squirei

s Tavern Quarterly

BARKHAMSTED HisTORICAL SociETY NEWSLETTER

WWW.BARKHAMSTEDHISTORY.ORG

OctoBer 2004

by Judi Schiller-Riley, BHS

y parents, Theron Louis

Ludington and Evange-
line Bellis (Klakring) Ludington,
and my grandparents Frederick
Oliver Klakring and Meta Mad-
eline (Ullmann) Klakring, lived
together. As a child, | would ask
my grandmother to tell me about
the Ullmann farm, [currently the
BHS ofpce and Squireis Tavern]
instead of telling a bedtime story.
She would reply, 00h, Judi, why do
you always ask thaté it was a hard
life.d 1 would plead, 0Tell me the
good and the bad.¢6

Life on the Ullmann Farm

Here are some of my memories
of what she told me and taught me
about her childhood and her par-
ents, John (Johann) William and
Augusta Ullmann.

She was just a few months old
when they came to this county.
They had to wait until she was
born to be able to travel. [Editoris
note: On July 7, 1884 the ship Gel-
lertt reached American shores with
its cargo of German immigrants
yeeing the turmoil and hardships
of their homeland. Among the pas-
sengers was the family of Johann
and Augusta Ullmann with six
children.] Can you imagine coming

John William Ullmann With grandchildren in the south yard.
Note the woodshed at far right beyond the back kitchen.

from Germany to
the United States
with pve girls
(one a newborn
and one three
years old) and
one son. | donit
think they taught
English in the
German schools
at that time.
Anyway, they
spoke German at
home.

They were very
wise to leave Ger-
many in 1884.

The Kaiser died in 1888. The rest
is history.

They were leaving what they
believed was going to be a future
of political turmoil in Europe, and
were seeking a life of hope and
freedom. Their greatest assets were
a strong sense of family, a strong
work ethic, and a belief in God.

My grandmother, like the
others, arose at 5 oiclock every
morning. She did this her whole
life. Everyone had his or her chores
on the farm.

The animals were always fed
and cared for prst, both in the
morning and evening. The familiesi
lives were dependent upon the live-
stock. This responsible pattern has
been carried on to this day. Our
dogs and other animals are always
fed prst.

Before eating, you ftwashed
upié using a pitcher of water and a
large bowl. The men shaved, those
that didé John William Ullmann
had a beard. They shaved with a
straight razor that was sharpened
on a leather strap. When needed,
Oswald Ullmann gave the boys
haircuts later in the day.

Breakfast was an important
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Lam bertis Chair
by Paul Hart, BHS

hen the Barkhamsted His-

torical Society accepted

a large number of items from the
Hitchcock Chair Company, Ron
Coleman, president of Hitchcock
Chair, ceremonially handed to
Walt Landgraf, president of the
BHS, a chair made in the Hitch-
cock factory about 175 years ago.
The chair was a good choice for

the event. It represents the signa-
ture product of Lambert Hitch-
cock, arguably the townis most
famous resident.

Lambert Hitchcock was born
in Cheshire, Connecticut in 1795
and worked with a cabinetmaker
in Litchpeld before coming to
Barkhamsted in 1818 with a
desire to start his own business.
In time he established a factory
equipped with a sawmill and
lathes powered by the Farmington

River. Chairs were the primary
product. These were high quality
hardwood chairs, painted, grained
and stenciled. Although Hitchcock
did not originate the design of his
chairs, he made the design well
known by producing a lot of them
and by putting his name on them.
In time, this type of painted and
stenciled side chair took on the
generic name of Hitchcock regard-
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less of where it was made.
Hitchcock made many different
styles and variations of chairs but
the chair in the photo is considered
his signature chair. It is a bolster
top, slat back side chair with a
rush seat, black paint over a red
undercoat, with graining, stenciling
and gold painted highlights. Hard
maple was the wood commonly
used for these chairs, especially
the front legs, but chair parts were

Chair, circa 1828, made at Lambert
Hitchcockis factory in Hitchcocksville,
now known as Riverton.
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also made of beech, birch, hickory,
ash and white oak. Hitchcock pro-
duced chair parts in his factory
but he also purchased chair parts
from local shops such as William
Mooreis, right in Riverton.

The chair in the photo probably
does not have the original rush
seat, but the paint and stencil-
ing are thought to be original. The
day the chair was completed in
Hitchcockis factory the stenciling
would have been much brighter
than the faded artwork you now
see. On the back appears the sten-
ciled inscription oL. HITCHCOCK
HITCHCOCKSVILLE CT.6 Over the
30-some years Hitchcock produced
chairs, the precise wording of this
signature line varied, making it a
useful tool for dating his chairs.
This particular inscription was
used between 1826 and 1829. The
chair was made in the Riverton sec-
tion of the town of Barkhamsted,
however at that time Riverton was
called Hitchcocksville. It probably
would still be called Hitchcocksville
today if not for the village of Hotch-
kissville in the town of Woodbury,
Connecticut, and the confusion in
mail delivery that resulted from the
two similar names.

Hitchcockis factory employed

over 100 men, women and chil-
dren. For the town of Barkhamsted,
especially during the 1820s, this
was a big operation. No wonder the
village was named after Hitchcock.
Employing techniques to mass pro-
duce interchangeable chair parts
was on the cutting edge for the time.
The factory could produce over 300
fancy chairs per week. The chairs
were sold throughout the growing
country, including southern states
and western ofrontierd states. Typi-
cally chairs sold in a range from 49
cents to $1.50.

The original Hitchcock factory
was destroyed by pre but replace-
ment buildings were erected at
the site. Even after chairs were no
longer produced here, the factory
continued to be used by a succes-
sion of different businesses produc-
ing a variety of products including
tools, lumber and rubber nipples.

To bring the story full cycle,
John Kenny resurrected the tired
old factory as the Hitchcock Chair
Company in 1946 and began pro-
ducing chairs. Today you can walk
into the old factory building, now a
retail store, and buy a product very
similar to our 175-year old Hitch-
cock chair shown in the photo.
Just bring more than $1.50! :

Historical Items In Place from Hitchcock Chair

Hitchcock Chair Company has made a major donation of many
items to the Historical Societyis collection, as well as, to a cash
donation that will be used to development the Hitchcock display. Items
included chairs, photos, a wood graining Kit, stencil sets, signs, books
and pamphlets. On August 11, volunteers from the Historical Society
picked up the artifacts at the former Hitchcock Chair Museum in Riverton
and, with a convoy of pickup trucks, moved them to the Squirejs Tavern.

In a brief ceremony, Hitchcock President Ron Coleman turned over
the items to Historical Society President Walt Landgraf. Mr. Coleman also
made a surprise donation of a number of tools, some of which had been
made in the 1800s at the factory in Riverton. All of the items will help us
preserve the history of one of the townis most signipcant industrial sites,
the people who worked there and the products they made. :
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by Karen Ansaldi, BHS

ver the course of the past

three months, Society
volunteers Linne Landgraf and
Sharon Neumann-Lynes, have
been painstakingly researching
and recreating the stenciling that
was discovered last winter under a
layer of paint applied by previous
owners. Retired Hitchcock sten-
ciler, Germaine Lemieux, provided
training in stencil techniques, and
illustrated design layout by stencil-
ing the fpineapplei frieze between
the windows. This remarkable
work of art is turning the front
parlor into the showpiece it must
have been during its tavern days.
Care has been taken to blend this
new stencil work into the remnants
of the original stenciling that has
been preserved in the liquor keep
area.

Story line

BHS began planning for our
overall usage of the building and
displays. As our prst step in this
process, President Walter Landgraf
contacted Laurie Rainer from Con-
necticut Humanities Council, who
suggested we contact Consultant
Margaret Vincent. Ms. Vincent
met with several members of the
Historical Society on June 20 and
guided us towards developing the
trafpc yow for visitors, and build-
ing a ostory lined for each room in
the Tavern. She suggested we con-
sider who would visit the Tavern,
what time periods we would like to
target for interpretation, and what
stories we want to tell. BHS is cur-
rently in the process of convening
a subcommittee to discuss these
questions and others to determine
our ostory lined and displays.

Floors repnished

The stair treads, upstairs hall
and kitchenette yoors have now
been sanded and repnished.

Tavern Taking Shape

Security system

One improvement that sits oqui-
etlyé in the background has actu-
ally been responsible for some of
the most dramatic and noticeable
changes this quarter. A security
system was installed and activated,
making the Tavern a secure facil-
ity that can help protect our col-
lections from theft, pre, and other
perils. Security codes and pass-
words have been assigned to BHS
board members and the FRCC staff
members who regularly use the
building. In the event of a secu-
rity breach, pre, or heating system
failure, the appropriate BHS and
emergency services personnel will
be called to respond.

South bedroom

With protection activated, BHS
has been able to bring in and set
up some new collections items.
Barkhamsted Town  Historian
Doug Roberts donated items from
his personal collection to furnish
the south bedroom on the prst
yoor, now called the Doug Rob-
erts Room. Roberts examined the
probate records from Bela Squireis
death and selected comparable
items from his collection. The room
now looks a lot like it would have
on November 6, 1861 when the
estate listing was taken.

Back parlor

Ted Bachman and Walt Landgraf
made a peld trip to Brooklyn, Con-
necticut one cold spring day.
Armed with the measurements
from stains on the stone work in
the back parlor preplace, they
searched through a building that
contained hundreds of salvaged
preplace surrounds, looking for
the correct size and period style for
the Tavern. Doug Roberts ptted it
to the existing cupboard trim and
made a base to meld with the base-
board in the back parlor. It will be
painted to match the blue doors
and trim.

Hitchcock chair donations

Many items from the former
Hitchcock Museum, donated to
the Society by Hitchcock President
Ron Coleman, were brought to
the Tavern and set up for display
in several rooms on the second
yoor. The bedroom at the back of
the building, formerly referred to
as the east bedroom, is now the
0Hitchcock Roomdé and has been
plled with chairs, maps, books,
documents, and photos that were
formerly part of the Hitchcock
Museum  collection.  Additional
chairs are currently on display in
the center bedroom on the north
end of the house, and graining tools
are displayed in cases in the central
hallway on the second yoor.

Tavern hours

At the end of August, the Tavern
ofpcially opened to the public every
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM
to noon. During this period, volun-
teers are always on-hand complet-
ing various tasks in the restoration
process and they would welcome
the opportunity to give you a tour.
So stop by any Wednesday morn-
ing! :
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Popular songs by James Bland
were 0ln The Evening by the Moon-
light,6 introduced with Callenderis
Original Georgia Minstrels, and 60Oh
Dem Golden Slippers.0 0Alouetteod
was published in A Pocket Song Book
for the Use of Students and Graduates of
McGill College at Montreal.

The prst milk bottles appeared
in Brooklyn, NY, where the Echo
Farms Dairy delivered milk in glass
bottles instead of measuring it from
barrels carried in milk wagons into
the pitchers of housewives and serv-
ing-maids. :
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